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The linked problems of Climate change and Peak
Oil threaten catastrophe. We must drastically
reduce our use of fossil fuels in order to avoid
dangerous global warming. We are also rapidly
approaching the end of the age of cheap oil when
demand will massively exceed supply. All aspects
of our current way of life depend on fossil fuels -
food, transport, energy, health.

We have to learn to live differently, and a gentle
transition to a low fossil fuel culture will be much
less traumatic than a sudden collapse.

Instead of succumbing to gloom and despair
about the future, the Transition process offers
creative and positive solutions. These centre
around the rebirth of local communities, which
will grow more of their own food, generate their
own power and keep money in their local area.

What is Peak Oil?

Although there’s still plenty of oil left, it is a finite resource and demand is rapidly
outstripping supply. We are close to Peak Oil - the time when we will have used up half
the world’s recoverable oil. After this time, the amount produced reduces year on year. As
a result the price will start to rise, having enormous knock on effects for the way we live
our lives. Cheap oil is essential to the way most of our food and medicines are produced;
the way we travel and heat our homes. In fact, our whole infrastructure and economy is
dependent on it. Unless we reduce our oil dependence, food shortages, economic
collapse and more wars for oil are all on the cards.
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Won'’t Peak Oil help us prevent Climate Change?

Unfortunately not. As the cheap stuff becomes harder to find, we’re switching to more
polluting sources such as tar sands which produce more Co, and there’s still more than
enough fossil fuel left to cause catastrophic climate change.

This sounds pretty bad - is there anything we can do?

There is nothing that can replace oil as a cheap, energy rich, and easily transported
fuel. Our communities currently have no resilience to Peak Oil. And there are no easy
techno-fixes on the horizon. The best solution is reduce our dependence on fossil fuels.
This approach is a win-win, as it reduces CO, emissions as well.




