
The linked problems of Climate change and Peak

Oil threaten catastrophe. We must drastically

reduce our use of fossil fuels in order to avoid

dangerous global warming. We are also rapidly

approaching the end of the age of cheap oil when

demand will massively exceed supply. All aspects

of our current way of life depend on fossil fuels -

food, transport, energy, health.

We have to learn to live differently, and a gentle

transition to a low fossil fuel culture will be much

less traumatic than a sudden collapse.

Instead of succumbing to gloom and despair

about the future, the Transition process offers

creative and positive solutions. These centre

around the rebirth of local communities, which

will grow more of their own food, generate their

own power and keep money in their local area.
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The positive solutions to Peak Oil and Climate Change.

What is a Transition City/Town/Village/Island?

Would you like to live in a strong and vibrant local community resilient to Peak Oil?
locally grown, healthy and tasty food? afer more child friendly streets, with

shared open spaces, more greenery and great local entertainment Would you like to
improve your health and well-being while getting to know your neighbours and see less
of your money disappearing into the profits of faceless corporations?
If so, then the Transition Process
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come and learn about , which aims to make life better
in the face of these serious challenges.

A Transition initiative is a community that is unleashing its own latent collective
genius to look Peak Oil and Climate Change squarely in the eye and to discover
and implement ways to answer this big question: ‘For all those aspects of life that
this community needs in order to sustain itself and thrive, how do we significantly
increase resilience (to mitigate the effects of Peak Oil); and drastically reduce
carbon emissions (to prevent damaging climate change)?’
The resulting coordinated range of projects across all these areas of life leads to
a collectively designed Energy Descent Pathway - a way of planning to reduce oil
dependence whilst reinvigorating our local communities and sense of well-being.

What is Peak Oil?
Although there’s still plenty of oil left, it is a finite resource and demand is rapidly
outstripping supply. We are close to Peak Oil - the time when we will have used up half
the world’s recoverable oil. After this time, the amount produced reduces year on year. As
a result the price will start to rise, having enormous knock on effects for the way we live
our lives. Cheap oil is essential to the way most of our food and medicines are produced;
the way we travel and heat our homes. In fact, our whole infrastructure and economy is
dependent on it. Unless we reduce our oil dependence, food shortages, economic
collapse and more wars for oil are all on the cards.

Won’t Peak Oil help us prevent Climate Change?

This sounds pretty bad - is there anything we can do?

Unfortunately not. As the cheap stuff becomes harder to find, we’re switching to more
polluting sources such as tar sands which produce more Co and there’s still more than
enough fossil fuel left to cause catastrophic climate change.

There is nothing that can replace oil as a cheap, energy rich, and easily transported
fuel. Our communities currently have no resilience to Peak Oil. And there are no easy
techno-fixes on the horizon. The best solution is reduce our dependence on fossil
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fuels.
This approach is a win-win, as it reduces CO emissions as well.2

Peak Oil Timeline

3/3/1953 M King Hubbert
explains the theory that the
level of production of every oil
field follows a similar trend,
and extrapolates from this that
US production will peak in 1970.

1971 Oil production in the US
peaks. With increasing reliance
on imports from the Middle East,
the 1973 embargo sparks an
unprecedented energy crisis for
the US and other nations.

2012 Global oil production is expected
to peak. This will be confirmed
retrospectively by a couple
of years.

Production required

The difference between these
two extrapolations demonstrates
the huge energy gap we face in
the near future.
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